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BY-LAW COMMITTEE
The mission of the By-Laws Committee is to work with and at the direction of the President of the Minnesota State Fire Chiefs 
Association to ensure the by-laws meet the needs of the Association.

CODE COMMITTEE
The mission of the Code Committee is to develop the Minnesota fire code on an ongoing basis, to maintain an active posture of 
participation in the national model code process, to provide a forum for the identification, discussion and preparation of recommendations 
for fire code related issues submitted by any interested parties and to provide for the review of fire code related decisions.

At the direction of the Board of Directors, the Bylaws com-
mittee drafted language amending the Association bylaws 
and proposing revisions for the 2017 electronic election 
cycle.  After extensive review by the Board of Directors, on 
April 21, 2017, the Board of Directors passed a resolution 
to submit changes to the Association Bylaws to the member-
ship for action by the 2017 fall meeting.  The following is a 
summary of the proposed changes to the bylaws that voting 
members will decide on by electronic ballot starting July 19.  
Balloting will end September 1st.  There will need to be 300 
votes cast to effectuate a bylaws change with each change be-
ing passing or failing based upon a majority of the 300 cast.  
If less than 300 votes are cast, the bylaws changes will fail.

2017 Bylaws Change Summary:
Technical Change - Section 2.1.1 – Capitalizes Fire Chief 
for purposed of defining the position.  This is a simple gram-
matical clarification to make the language specific to Chief 
of Department.

Substantive Change -Section 4.2.1 – Eliminates language 
providing for the appointment by the President of the Board 
of Directors and defines voting members of the Board of 
Directors to include the directors elected from each region.  
Defines terms for elected and appointed directors.  This will 
be the first time that the regional directors have been elected 
through a provision in the bylaws. 
 
Technical Change - Section 4.2.3 – Defines the Parliamentar-
ian as appointed by the President. This clarifies the selection of 
the Parliamentarian as the Regional directors are elected. 
 
Technical Change - Sections 4.11 – Clarifying language in 

the event that an elected or appointed director retires, re-
signs, or vacates their position.  
Substantive Change – Section 5.1 – Changes the definition 
of the elected officers of the Association to include elected 
directors from each region and the effective election.

Substantive Change -Section 5.3 – Changes the term of all 
elected officers to commence at the fall membership meeting 
after the election results have been certified and presented to 
the membership.  

Technical Change - Section 5.4 – Eligibility requirements 
changed to include elected directors. 

Technical Change - Section 6.3 – Renumbered to 6.2.1 to 
reflect it as a subsection of 6.2.  Changed committee and 
budget to plural to be inclusive of all committees and bud-
gets.  

Substantive Change – Section 7.3 – Removed the provision 
for placing names into nomination by any active member.  
With the removal of nominations from the floor and the 
elections being conducted electronically with candidates vet-
ted by the Nominations and Elections committee, this state-
ment becomes obsolete.  
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It seems just like yesterday that the Code Committee com-
pleted the adoption process for the 2015 Minnesota State 
Fire Code.  The new code celebrated its one year anniver-
sary on May 2nd of this year.   Since the adoption date the 
State Fire Marshal’s office has spent countless hours train-
ing inspectors, building officials, engineers, industry repre-
sentatives and architects throughout the State on the new 
code provisions, changes to existing code language and State 
amendments. 
 
The committee met in November and April to discuss sever-
al topics that have resulted from changes within the various 
adopted codes and through legislation.  They included pho-
tovoltaic systems in residential occupancies, clarification on 
the difference between a R-3 and R-3 dwelling unit, motor 
fuel-dispensing facilities, sprinkler backflow requirements 
and townhouse definitions to determine sprinkler require-
ments.  

It is anticipated that 2018 International Fire Code will be 
available for purchase in September.  That means the com-
mittee will be ramping up to work on changes to the model 
code for adoption in 2020.  Legislation requires the code to 
be adopted within 2 years from date of publication.  Com-
parisons of the significant changes between 2012 to 2015 
and the 2015 to 2018 will be reviewed.  

The State Fire Marshal’s office is currently going through a 
restructuring process due to retirements, promotions and 
vacancies within the organization.  Jon Nisja will serve as a 
consultant to the committee while Kevin McGinty moves 
on to new responsibilities within the SFM office.  Thank 
you both!  A special thank you to Jon Nisja for the count-
less hours, days, weeks and years spent on tirelessly working 
through the code adoption processes and legislative actions 
that have formed the Minnesota State Fire Code we have 
today. Tom Jenson, Deputy State Fire Marshal, will continue 


