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Main Street Fire Main Street Fire –– Austin, MNAustin, MN

January 15, 2009January 15, 2009

15:4015:40

Clear Skies     15 below zeroClear Skies     15 below zero

Austin Fire DepartmentAustin Fire Department

Combination DepartmentCombination Department
10 fulltime10 fulltime

20 paid on call20 paid on call

Four on dutyFour on duty
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Type III Ordinary ConstructionType III Ordinary Construction

Lumber yard enclosed by four brick Lumber yard enclosed by four brick 
walls   ( Brannigan )walls   ( Brannigan )walls.  ( Brannigan )walls.  ( Brannigan )

Built in 1880’s.Built in 1880’s.
No Alarm System.No Alarm System.
No Sprinkler System.No Sprinkler System.No Sprinkler System.No Sprinkler System.
Not Occupied at time of fire.Not Occupied at time of fire.
For Sale.For Sale.
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Mutual Aid ResponseMutual Aid Response

BrownsdaleBrownsdale
Rose CreekRose Creek

Blooming PrairieBlooming Prairie
Albert LeaAlbert Lea

Deputy State Fire MarshalDeputy State Fire Marshal

75 Firefighters75 Firefighters
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Other ResourcesOther Resources

Austin UtilitiesAustin Utilities
Austin PoliceAustin Police

City of Austin City of Austin –– StreetsStreets
Private ContractorPrivate Contractor

American Red CrossAmerican Red Cross
Salvation ArmySalvation Army
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Defensive OperationDefensive Operation

Empty lot is not worth a firefighters Empty lot is not worth a firefighters 
lifliflife.life.

Occupied structure equals an Occupied structure equals an 
aggressive attack, a vacant building aggressive attack, a vacant building 
seldom doesseldom doesseldom does.seldom does.
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StrategyStrategy

Prevent the fire from spreading.Prevent the fire from spreading.

Confine the fire to building of origin.Confine the fire to building of origin.
Confine the fire to the block of origin.Confine the fire to the block of origin.

Extinguish the Fire.Extinguish the Fire.

Divide & ConquerDivide & Conquer

Big Fire = Big WaterBig Fire = Big Water

No Interior OperationsNo Interior Operations

No one on the RoofNo one on the Roof

Protect ExposuresProtect Exposures



11/1/2009

9

Preplan InformationPreplan Information

Mi Tierra RestaurantMi Tierra Restaurant
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InvestigationInvestigation
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A ClueA Clue

Flame SpreadFlame Spread
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Everyone goes home!Everyone goes home!


